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Taken from the 1988 Conyers Commercial Historic District and 1990 Conyers Residential Historic District National 
Register of Historic Places Nomination Forms and from the City of Conyers history at www.conyersga.com

The residential district radiates primarily to the north and northwest of the 
central business district.  The district reflects a wide variety of house 
types and styles, dating from the antebellum era through the mid-20th

century. The architectural styles and types within the residential area 
vary according to the development of individual streets and small 
neighborhoods, as the residential area grew in tandem with the growing 
downtown core. The residential structures are primarily vernacular house 
types with some influences and characteristics of high style architecture 
present in their design and detailing.  Vernacular Folk Victorian is the 
most predominant architectural style and features asymmetrical massing 
with porch spindlework, gable dormers, and one-story, wrap around 
porches.

Main Street was at one time the major Atlanta to Augusta Highway and 
developed as a principal street leading into the city.  The historic 
architecture dates mainly from 1880 to 1941.  The majority of residences 
were built at the turn-of-the-century and include Queen Anne, Classical 
Revival, and Folk Victorian style architecture with later historic 
development in the Craftsman and English Vernacular Revival Styles.  
Many of Conyers’ most affluent citizens resided along this street in the 
late 19th and early 20th century.

Milstead Avenue developed as a link between Conyers and the small 
community of Long Shoals (now Milstead).  The road existed as early as 
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community of Long Shoals (now Milstead).  The road existed as early as 
the 1850s, but most of the remaining historic development dates from the 
1900s-1940s with a few older structures.  Development is modest along 
this street, with the older houses closer to downtown Conyers.  The 
architecture types and styles represented are Greek Revival, Folk 
Victorian, and Bungalow.  

The area surrounding Railroad Street developed directly parallel to the 
railroad lines and in relation to the activity at the depot.  The existing 
structures reflect development in the area from the 1840s through the 
1930s.  These vernacular houses are some of the earliest in the district, 
which also includes historic commercial structures.  Architectural types 
include Hall-Parlor, Gabled Ell, and Double-Pen cottages, and Plantation 
Plain houses, while the more elaborate buildings are constructed in 
styles, such as Queen Anne and Classical Revival.  Several prominent 
architects worked within the district, including Neel Reid, who designed 
the 1913 Langford house at 900 Main Street, and Willis Denny, who 
design the red brick, late Gothic Revival style Methodist Church.

Lot sizes vary within the district.  Throughout the Railroad Street area, lot 
sizes are approximately 75’ x 120’ feet and fairly uniform in size. Lots 
along Milstead Avenue are larger and more irregular, measuring about 
125’ x 150’ feet in area, while those on Main Street are the least uniform 
and average about 100’ x 300’ feet.  All houses in the district are situated 
fairly close to the street.

Landscape features include hexagonal pavers, shade trees, and informal 
shrubbery. Granite is used extensively throughout the district as a 
building material, including chimneys, retaining walls, foundations, 
curbing and porch piers. 
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Taken from the 1988 Conyers Commercial Historic District and 1990 Conyers Residential Historic District National Register of 
Historic Places Nomination Forms and from the City of Conyers history at www.conyersga.com

The City of Conyers was founded in 1845 with the arrival of the Georgia 
Railroad.  The Georgia Railroad ran regularly between Marthasville (now 
Atlanta) and Augusta with stops along the route, including Conyers.  By 1854 
Conyers had grown to 400 people and had been incorporated. Commercial 
development prospered during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and 
most of the extant buildings in the district dating from that period. Three 
major fires destroyed at least part of the town in its earliest years.

The town developed in response to the depot rather than the courthouse 
square; therefore, the earliest development was clustered around the railroad 
tracks and along Center Street.  After the County seat status was established 
in 1870 and the courthouse was constructed at the terminus of Center Street, 
the downtown area developed the wedge-shaped area between the railroad 
and the courthouse.  The result is typical for county seats in Georgia, which 
were usually planned in a gridiron pattern around a central square.  

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Conyers served as the center for the 
ginning, baling, and shipping of cotton and other locally produced goods for 
Rockdale County.  Business within the historic district during the 1880s and 
1890s included general merchandise stores, grocers, a bank, a print shop, 
and a hotel.  During the period from 1901 to 1921, cotton warehouses, a 
barber, and several garages also conducted their business within the district.  
The district continues to serve as a retail center for the local residences. 
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The district continues to serve as a retail center for the local residences. 

The downtown commercial district contains a good representation of late 19th

and early 20th century small-town railroad structures, commercial structures, 
and governmental buildings.  The commercial development throughout the 
district consists of one- and two-story brick structures that feature a variety of 
architectural details including storefronts with large display windows and 
recessed entrances, corbelled brickwork, pilasters, and Italianate bracketing. 

In the 1960’s, Interstate 20 was constructed and changed the community.  
Larger shopping, office, and industrial development began to take place 
along West Avenue and the I-20 access roads, leaving Olde Town Conyers 
to be used by small specialty shops, lawyers and a few others.  

The Depot is Olde Town’s most historic site.  It is currently used as the 
Conyers Welcome Center.  The Rockdale Historical Society maintains the 
facility.  Another unique tribute to Conyers’ past is “Dinky” a 1905 Rogers 
steam locomotive that transported thousands of cotton bales and bleached 
cotton duct to and from nearby Milstead.  The Dinky is one of only three such 
locomotives of its type in the world. It is permanently parked on the siderails 
across from the Depot, between Green and Railroad Streets.

According to the Atlanta Regional Commission, the City of Conyers’ 
population has now grown to a little over 12,000 residents. The population 
now reflects many nationalities, races and religions. Most of all, the 
community reflects an amazing legacy of progress, involvement and society 
where everyone has contributed and everyone feels a sense of belonging.
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